
  

 
This photo comes from an ad on the inside of the front cover of Fortune 

Magazine (January 1949).  It is an artist rendition of an arrester to be 
used on the “Great New Electrical Highway” that was apparently in the 

design state in 1949.  The article says that the new system was two times 
higher than any existing system at that time.  They call it a “Half-Million 
Volt Traffic Cop”, an interesting way of saying a “500kV Arrester”.   It 

appears like a parallel column arrester, but with closer examination, it can 
be seen that the columns are not electrically in parallel and instead in 

series-parallel.  It looks like they were able to reduce the height of the 
arrester by 20% using this configuration.  Assuming the men are 6 ft tall, 
this arrester looks like 50ft tall.   
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